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Workshop Session 1

Reader Response: Pat Mora and
James Welch

Video Program Overview
Part I: In Santa Fe, New Mexico, Alfredo Lujan and his students explore the poetry of Pat Mora. Inspired by Mora,
the students create and present their own poetry. Part II: Greg Hirst’s students on the Fort Peck Reservation in
Wolf Point, Montana, respond to James Welch’s literature about contemporary Native American realities through
a series of reading and writing activities.

Theory Overview
Reader response stresses the importance of the reader’s role in interpreting texts. Rejecting the idea that there
is a single, fixed meaning inherent in every literary work, this theory holds that the individual creates his or her
own meaning through a “transaction”with the text based on personal associations. Because all readers bring their
own emotions, concerns, life experiences, and knowledge to their reading, each interpretation is subjective and
unique.
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Getting Ready—Part I (15 minutes)
• Read one of the three Pat Mora poems in the Readings following this session of the guide: “Immigrants,”

“The Desert Is My Mother,” or “Teenagers.”

• Choose a favorite line from one of the poems.

• Share your line with the group.

• Explain why you chose the line.

Watch Part I: Pat Mora (approximately 30 minutes)

Going Further—Part I (15 minutes)
Discuss as many questions as time permits. You may want to answer more of the questions in your journals at
home and share ideas on Channel-Talk.

• What did you think about Part I and the way in which the teacher used a reader-response approach to the
literature? 

• How might you incorporate or adapt the strategies for use in your classroom?

• How might you work with colleagues in your department/school/district to bring authors to your 
community? 

• How can you provide opportunities for your students to share their work with the community?

• What are some possible next steps to this lesson? 

Getting Ready—Part II (15 minutes)
• One member of the group should read aloud “Christmas Comes to Moccasin Flat,” from James Welch’s

Riding the Earthboy 40, found in the Readings following this session.

• Then read the poem again silently. At each punctuation point in the poem, jot down in the margin
thoughts, ideas, and personal responses.

• Share your thoughts and ideas about the poem with the group.

Watch Part II: James Welch (approximately 30 minutes)

Workshop Session (On-Site)
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Going Further—Part II (15 minutes)
Discuss as many questions as time permits. You may want to answer more of the questions in your journals at
home and share ideas on Channel-Talk.

Reader response theory asserts the importance of the reader’s personal response. All readers bring knowledge
and experience that, in one way or another, relates to the reading. While this approach liberates the students
from a right versus a wrong answer while reading, when reading cross-culturally, it’s crucial for teachers and
students to reflect upon, interrogate and extend understanding beyond personal response through ques-
tioning conversation and wider reading. —Dale Allender, Associate Executive Director, NCTE

• What do you think about Part II and the way in which the teacher used a reader response approach to the
literature?

• What are some of the ways you might extend students’ understanding of contemporary Native American
issues and James Welch’s works beyond personal response? 

• What are some possible next steps to this lesson? 

Workshop Session (On-Site), cont’d.



Workshop 1 - 14 - The Expanding Canon

Homework Assignment
Go to the Web site at www.learner.org/channel/workshops/hslit and:

• Review Workshop Session 1: read the theory overview, teaching strategies, information about the authors
and literature, lesson plans, and resources.

• Prepare for Workshop Session 2: preview the theory overview and the information about the authors and
literature (biographies, synopses of works, Q&As, key references, and resources).

In the Readings following Workshop Session 2:

• Read: “the hatmaker,”“spring ride,” and “how is her name april?” from Keith Gilyard’s Poemographies; and
“Coyote Imitates Bear and Kingfisher,”“Coyote Juggles His Eyes,” and “The Spirit Chief Names the Animal
People” from Mourning Dove’s Coyote Stories. Bring your copies of these works to the next workshop 
session.

Ongoing Activities
• In your journal, include thoughts, ideas, or questions you might have as you review the online materials and

reflect on the workshop session. Make note of whether your participation in the session influenced any
experiences in your classroom.

• Online, click on Reflection/Interactive Forum, an activity that you can use to interpret poems using the ped-
agogical approaches covered in this workshop. Read one of the two poems featured and respond to the
reader response questions. Share your answers on the discussion board.

• Share ideas on Channel-Talkhslit@learner.org. Subscribe to this email discussion list and 
communicate with other workshop participants online. To subscribe to Channel-Talkhslit, visit
http://www.learner.org/mailman/listinfo/channel-talkhslit.

Between Sessions (On Your Own)
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“Immigrants” by Pat Mora is reprinted with permission from the publisher of My Own True Name: New and Selected
Poems for Young Adults (Houston: Arte Público Press—University of Houston, 2000)

Workshop Session 1 Readings
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“The Desert Is My Mother”by Pat Mora is reprinted with permission from the publisher of My Own True Name: New
and Selected Poems for Young Adults (Houston: Arte Público Press—University of Houston, 2000)

Workshop Session 1 Readings, cont’d.
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“Teenagers” by Pat Mora is reprinted with permission from the publisher of My Own True Name: New and Selected
Poems for Young Adults (Houston: Arte Público Press—University of Houston, 2000)

Workshop Session 1 Readings, cont’d.
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Reprinted from Riding the Earthboy 40: “Christmas Comes to Moccasin Flat” by permission of Carnegie Mellon 
University Press. © 1997 by James Welch.

Workshop Session 1 Readings, cont’d.
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Works marked with * are required texts for this workshop that do not appear within the Readings in this guide. Other
works are the sources for excerpted materials in the Readings or are recommended for additional study.

Mora, Pat. My Own True Name: New and Selected Poems for Young Adults 1984-1999.

Houston: Arte Público Press, 2000. ISBN 1558852921

* Welch, James. The Death of Jim Loney. New York: Penguin Books, 1987. ISBN 0140102914

Welch, James. Riding the Earthboy 40. Pittsburgh: Carnegie Mellon University Press, 1997. ISBN 0887482643

Workshop Session 1 Reading List
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Notes


